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Why are Black Caribbean Girls 
Underachieving in Secondary Education? 
Underachievement for Black 
Caribbean female students 
has been a common feature of 
secondary education in the UK 
for decades, yet there are few 
studies undertaken. 
Instead, the 
overcrowded 
debate often leans 
towards boys.
My research aims 
to explore the 
complexities of 
underachievement   
by ethnicity, 
focusing on Black
Caribbean female  
students. 
My purpose is to 
ascertain the 
combination of factors                           
that contribute to this                   
discourse as well as 
drawing comparisons                                      
with high achieving 
Chinese female 
students. 
My findings shall determine              
factors that contribute to 
achievement for Black Caribbean     
female students and to             
recommend sustainable solutions 
to raise the achievement of Black 
Caribbean female students in 
secondary education in the UK.
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https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/11-to-16-
years-old/percentage-achieving-a-c-in-english-and-maths/latest
* Figures from academic year 2015/16
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